
How To: Time a Command
Have you ever wanted to know how long it takes to complete a
command that you entered in the Linux terminal? Well, wonder
no more!

This is going to just be a pretty quick article and easy to
follow. There’s not a whole lot to explain and it’s pretty
straightforward. Like often, let’s crack open your default
terminal by pressing CTRL + ALT + T on your keyboard.

Now, let’s take the command:

[code]ls -la[/code]

Unless you have a lot of files, that completes pretty quickly.
But, how fast does it really take? Well, simply add the ‘time‘
command before it. Time is simply described in the man page
as:

time – run programs and summarize system resource usage

And, for today, it’s going to be pretty easy to use that
command. To find out how long it took to list all the files
and folders in a directory, you could use:

[code]time ls -la[/code]

Note how it tells you the time beneath the results and, if you
want to try something bigger, you can take a look at this
command:

[code]for  i  in  {0..99999};  do  echo  “I  love  LinuxTips!”;
done[/code]

That should take a just a little more time, but you can
actually see how long it really took by adding ‘time’ in front
of it. So:
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[code]time for i in {0..99999}; do echo “I love LinuxTips!”;
done[/code]

The output at the end is something like this:

real 0m0.566s
user 0m0.423s
sys 0m0.143s

The ‘real’ is how much time it really took. The ‘user’ is how
much time it took for the user. The ‘sys’ is how much time it
took for the system – the amount of time that the kernel
actually devoted to it.

So, there you have it! You can use the time command to find
out how long it takes to run stuff in your terminal. If you’re
playing with scripting and you’re looking to optimize it, this
is a valuable tool. If you’re just a bit curious, then you now
have a new tool.

I told you that it’d be quick and easy! Like always, thanks
for  reading.  Feel  free  to  sign  up  for  the  newsletter.  I
promise to not spam you or sell your email address. 


