How To: List Hardware From
The Terminal (lshw)
You may not always have inxi available. The person trying to
help you may want more specific info. You may need more
information about your hardware. Who knows? There’s all sorts
of reasons to use ‘lshw’ in your day-to-day computing.
Today is another short and easy article (you’re welcome). It’s
just a very brief command, one of several, that we’re going to
learn how to use. The command in question is ‘lshw‘. The
manual helpfully defines it as:
lshw – list hardware
Which, now that you look at it, makes perfectly good sense.
This is one of those Linux commands that’s not at all cryptic
when you think about it. It looks like what it does, it does
what you’d intuitively think it does. (It’s actually a subset
of the info you get with ‘hwinfo’, but that’s not important
right now!)
What is important is that there are two realistic ways to use
it – and both of them should be run as an administrator. The
first is just as you’d expect:
[code]sudo lshw[/code]
That will output a ton of information about the hardware you
have in (or connected to) your computer. It’s rather
overwhelming and it’s not often that you’ll be asked to post
all of it. You may be asked to (or want to) run it with the -C
option, such as:
[code]sudo lshw -C cpu[/code]
You may even be asked to use grep with it, such as:

[code]sudo lshw | grep wireless[/code]
Then, there’s one more way to run the program (under normal
circumstances) and that’s to run the whole thing and to get
the whole output in a shorter format. The command is probably
just like you’d expect.
[code]sudo lshw -short[/code]
Lo and behold! Would you look at that! Ha! Isn’t that
fantastic? You actually get readable output that’s suitable
for your normal user who just wants to know what sorta
hardware they’re working with while getting a few extra bits
of info! It even includes juicy nuggets like:
[code]/1 wlxe4beed0e5f5c network Wireless interface[/code]
Now, if you want to refine it even further, why not try this:
[code]sudo lshw -short | grep network[/code]
And, there you have it… You have another way to see your
hardware in the terminal and it should be consistent across
any major distro you touch. You shouldn’t have any trouble
using the command and it’s easy to remember when you want to
‘list the hardware’. There are other uses, but those two are
the most common. For more information about the lshw command
try:
[code]man lshw[/code]
or
[code]info lshw[/code]
Like always, thanks for reading. Feel free to subscribe to the
newsletter. I promise to not give away your private
information – and you never know what sorta incentives I may
stick in there. See? I told you this one would be short and
easy!

